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HOPES TO SEE AMERICAN MADE FABRICS LEAD THE WORI D
Mrs. Belle Whitney, Consulting Fashion

Specialist, Urges Freedom From
Europe's Leadership

American women will bo
THAT blame If in the futuro

looms do not supply
fabrics now Imported from

Europe. Is the belief of Mrs. Hello
Armstrong Whitney. Her opinion In
the matter In worth having, becauao
tier business Is to deal with such sub-

jects. She has Invented a new pro-

fession. She cvills herself a consulting
fashion specialist. Her clients nro
manufacturers of fabrics and articles
of women's wear. So far as she knows
flic Is the only one In tho fluid.

Like most Inventions the consulting
fashion specialist was Invented ly
accident, out of an existing need In
the Held of manufactures to know In
advance of the scason--perha- a year
In advance what tho American
woman would wear.

"My first client." she said to the
writer of this article, "was a manu-
facturer of linings, and I recall that
he camo to sec me In a big red auto-

mobile to show me hist spring line of
samides.

'"Hut whero arc the linings you

intend to make for the light spring
fabrics? These are all too heavy,'
said I.

"'Arc you sure of it?' said he. 'Do
you really know what the big drew
goods mills are making for spring?'

"I told him I did know and that his
linings were not adaptable. I would
not let him take my word for such an
important statement, and Insisted that
he let me furnish the proof. So ho
touk me in his big red automobile to
the houses that had shown me their
dress goods, and they repeated to him
precisely what I had told him.

"Another of my early clients was
a manufacturer of silks who came to
me In great distress over a new silk
he had banked on for largo sales and
which was not selling, though It de-

served to sell as an Intrinsically
beautiful fabric. I helped him to
show Its adaptability to the women of
fashion, revived the wavering faith
of buyers in the silk, the retailers be-
gan advertising It and sold thousands
and thousands of yards. And the
silk man remained my client.

"Very much of my work has leen
with the mills manufacturing fabrics.
These mills must work at least a
j ear ahead of the season that Is, they
have In progress of construction now
the Ideas and fabrics that they will
put on tho market for the spring of
1916. I have been at work this spring
of 1915 on problems in colors and
weaves and types of fabric whose re-

sults will come to you next year, some
of them not until the fall of 1916.

"Have you any conception of the
Interrelations between itho United
States and Europe Industrially and
how this horrible war has disrupted
them and whirled the entire Industrial
situation into a tangle? You would

great 11 part does the dress ofSO tho women play In the success
of a play nowadays that too

much emphasis cannot Indeed bo laid
on It, It has even said that the
dressmakers are willing to act as
angels of performances In which their
dresses are worn, so Important Is tho
advertisement from this department.

In tho play from which u group Is

have If you had been trying to sepa- -'

rate tho threads and tie the loose ends
together nnd wind them Into a work-
ing proposition In some corner of the
situation, as I have been doing ever
since tho war opened, incidentally
may tell you that my home in the
Avenue d'Antln In I'nrls has been
turned Into a Ited Cross supply sta-
tion.

"It may Interest you to know that
tho mills that create the ideas In fab-
rics for Europe nnd the world, Amer-
ica Included, were situated In the
northeast of France, whero all the
fighting has been. I say 'were.'

Hodlcr's silk, wool and cotton
mills havo been wrecked. From the
looms of those three mills, as from
the laboratories of an Edison, have
come the most Important new Ideas Ir,

fabrics for the last decade. It wai
ltodler who created and launched
epongc and duvetyn and the cascade
cloth recently made known to com-
merce.

"Whatever Is now being done In the
creation of fabrics Is being done In
Lyons, in the south of Frnnce, and
there the style launching mills keep
In close touch with the styh? launch-
ing garment making houses of Paris,
for the great fashion Industry of
France Is still at work despite the
calamities that have overwhelmed the
country, despite the fact that such
men as Polret and the entire tailoring
world of Paris went to the front and
are still fighting for their country.

"Perhaps you do not know thirrVab- -
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A relic of Alexander Hamilton's project to establish manufac-
tures. The oldest hand silk loom in Paterson, being oper-

ated by Henry England, a ribbon weaver.

ric is the foundation of fashion. It Is.
There Is an inseparable coalition

the style launching fabric mills
and the style launching makers of
garments 1n Paris, by which fabrics

shown here, mnnnequlns wearing
gowns made by the same tailor that
made the dresses parade up nnd down
the aisles between tho acts. This Is
of course nn advertisement of a new
kind. The gowns of "Nobody Home,"
made by Hlckson of Fifth nvenue, nro
described ao tho styles of
and not those of Six of tho
prettiest nro worn by tho show girls
In the Inst act. Heading from left
to right In the photograph, the gowns

In their first season from the looms
are reserved for the great fashion art-
ists of Paris, who concelvo from the
Inspiration of 'these beautiful new fab-
rics all their styles of tho season. The

and their descriptions nro ns follow:
Louise White An afternoon gown

of peacock changeablo blue, taffeta.
This is made with a tunic, the lxittom
of which Is corded and pleated, as
well ns the skirt. Tho sleeves aro
short, and tho front, forming a vest,
Is made of Persian tulle with straps
of the same material as the dress.
Tho band around tho neck and tho
belt, which forms a Jiow In tho front,
are made of black velvet.

Mrs. Belle Armstrong Whitney, America's only consulting
fashion specialist.

scale of colors Is also a fixed matter
of the syndicate of the fabric men.

"In1 the connoisseur's appraisal of
the costly nnd desirable we And some
phase of craftsmanship or manufac-
ture that comes down through history
nr highly prized by all fastidious
lovers of beautiful things. A piece
of vernis-Martl- n, for instance. Is a
bit of furniture that has Its chief
value in such a trivial incident of
manufacture as the exquisite finish
of the varnish of one Martin. Old
lnce and Venetian velvet, and bro-
cades that wo frame In glass all
these are treasures out of tho indus-
trial past of Europe. Hut what are wo
doing to-d- In America to link In-

dustry and beauty real, Intrinsic
beauty?

"Tho woman of wealth who appre-
ciates objects of art and old masters
and beauty In other departments of
her Hfo, Is content to wear each season

Winifred Ilrowne A street gown of
purple taffeta. Tho waist Is made of
pink chiffon, with a high standing col-
lar. The skirt has four rullles and

three-quarte- of tho sleeves' are made
of tho same materiil with ten buttons,
on each side covered with taffeta.
The belt Is made, of tho same material
as tho skirt, and a large purple flower
with green and whlto htives adds to
tho finishing touches,

Ethel Clayton This Is a changeable

fabrics that lack every reason for sur-
vival, that come In and go out like a
piece oT newspaper! And that Is why
the American mill men are afraid to
make what Is commercially worth
while In fabrics. The American
woman of wealth and taste Is not
educated up to demanding Intrinsic
beauty In fabrics, intrinsic worth.

"Statistics show that the first re-
quirement of a woman who goes shop-
ping for a new suit is what do you
think? Color! For color is the most
conspicuous attribute of a garment. In
most cases the woman Is tired of the
color she has been wearing she want
something else, to feel new clothed.

"Next she requires style, possibly
some special stylo she had seen or
read about In the fashion papers.
Third, price Is Important. Iast of all
come fabric nnd workmanship!

"It Is not that way with a man. He
demands a fabric that will stand up,

color taffeta made with a bolero and
tunic. The only trimmings aro the
embroidery on tho wnlst, shoulders,
both sides of the tunic and the cuffs,
done In different colors, anil a line
pleco of 'White tulle around the neck.

Alison Mncllaln This gown Is made
of muftard color taffeta In a coat ef-
fect, suitable for an afternoon tea or
the street. The waist and sleeves are
mode of tho same color net, with straps
of taffeta around the eleeves to form

Inventor of Her Own Profession, 3he
Advises Manufacturers Whet

Textiles Women Will Buy
that will not go to pieces after he
has worn it a few weeks. He will
invest enough money in the suit only
If It has the Intrinsic valuo In fabric
and workmanship.

"A woman wants tho first effect
She has gone shopping, not to get a
needed gnrment but to get a certnln
color nnd style, and sho Is quite d,

Irrespective of all lntrlnslo
values, If she has got It. I asked a
manufacturer of fabrics If some cer-
tain cloths that I especially liked
In his men's wear line could not bo
sold In his women's wear line, they
were so highly adaptable to tho styles
of that season and so film In wcavo
and quality.

"No." said he; 'women won't pay
the price. It would not be a prac-
tical proposition for the garment man.'
I knew he was right.

"Hut I have a dream " and Mrs.
Whitney smiled ncross the tea table
and nroso to lead tho way to her
desk. "Walt! I havo something to
show you!" and she took from the
litter of papers and letters a bulky
envelope nnd out of It spread some
samples of cloth of flno and varied
weaves. "These are fabrics made by
one mill In America whose products
sell in l"urls. They are as beautiful
as any fabrics made in Europe.

"My dream is of American Indus-
tries to be. The reason that the Ameri-
can manufacturers have not been
able to make more of such fabrics Is
that the)- - have to support such Im-

mense overhead expenses: the high cost
of living in this country exacts Its
toll from thetu; for Instance, higher
wagfs must be paid to laborers hero
because the whole scale of living Is
higher than that of the laborers of
Europe, so that American manufac-
turers must havo big sales to make
profits.

"They must do a bulk business that
will support the cost of production
and so they must make largely
staples. They cannot afford to put
on their looms the line textiles for
which there Is only n very limited de-

mand.
"Hut when fashionable women shall

take the soma pride In launching
beautiful things from the looms of
America as they now do In launching
an American painter, when they take
the same pride In possessing examples
of beautiful fabrics made on theso
looms as they havo In owning old
masters, when they apply Imagination
to dress and learn to discriminate be-

tween real beauty and the style craze
of a day and when they stand back
of a group of style launching tailors
nnd dressmakers who agree to show
the beautiful fabrics each season In
a collection of styles for tho accept-
ance of the fashionable woman then
will be the beginning of our real fash-
ion development In America, our real
Industrial In the Held I
represt nt."

Mrs. Whitney is to have some share
in the showing at the Panama Expo-
sition "f the beautiful fabrics from
American mills, which will be exhl- -

STAGE NOW BECOMING FAVORITE SHOW ROOM FOR THE FASHION MAKERS

cliffs. The skirt is made with shirred
rullles, giving It 11 quaint appearance.

Elizabeth Moore An evening gown
of iK'iich color taffeta. Part of tho
waist and part of the uleoves are of
the same color chiffon. There are two
narrow black bands across the shoul-
ders, and thre'-quartc- of the sleeves
aro made of the Mime material as tho
skirt, with a narrow cuff to tlnlsh.
Tho waist nnd tunic are made In one,
and bottom of tho skirt 'With two very

lilted In the made up garnifr
of the most notable fashion
held In this country. In H i

of her clients she will make
trip to the exposition In s
the opening of this collci
supreme, crentlons of the
looms.

"I fully lielleve," she sal.l
I could take the lime tn
women of this country the w

story of the American loom-sho-

them the llrst crude pr
contrast with Jhe superb ti
wool and silk and cotton t h
able to produce, y I w

able to make them as entlni-- I
am over what America has

what It Is possible for Aincr
with the help of Its wnin. u
creating of things nf hi an
will be Joys forever and nt '

Industrial wealth and pn
America ns nothing else can

"It was Alexander Haml'"
was convinced that tho 1'n.ti
would never be renlly free
pendent of all other coiintr
they could manufacture gnmi
for their own consumption, .it ,'
he who tried to enlist mgp"--por-

of his views on the sui
the Society for the Estab'
I'seful Manufactures. VI'.
centre of the silk Industry
son, N. J., Is tho result nf !.

And when I saw on one. of nn
the Paterson mills the nidi M '

Paterson a hand loom tn.i
Coventry. England, In 176.1
side with th looms of tt-- (

their enormous production
ready to declare that big as A',
Hamilton's patriotic vision t

r.ltr

Society for the Establishing if
Manufactures had lecn it hi'
true In the spirit If not the (n.

"Hut he foresaw then that tin ir.,
patriotism must mean the bin.. ip

of nn Industrial T v

more than ever, looatic of tin r un-

ities that have befallen Kurt" rf
forced upon us the nccesMtv !

pond on ourselves for many 1. ir

which wo had depended on Ear in for
generations to make fur us"

Mrs. Whitney gave this illnTi'
of the responsibility she assiinii - w'nn
she furnishes advice:

"One factory I advised, over wnr
ago, to meet the growing tlitn.v C f
one nf Its products by nddini: '
equipment machinery costing Ji
Then I sailed for Paris. Tln ,..!

me on my nrrlvnl that a mtl
crease In the use of the g - t
which the machinery was neeibii w n
rumored and that their ohm ;

were Inclined to be'leve tin- - r r

They asked me if I MM held
original advice to them to g"
I cabled 'Yes!' and followed the
gram with a letter det.n'.r.g
reasons, based upon knnxviedc

"what manufacturers of allied 1,

goods were to do for tin
season.

"The machinery went In T' .

Jumped forward and an
creasing, more than Justlfv.i' '1

vice. Hut suppose 1 had b w

line accnitl "ii p"
as the mine cll'e
sleeves.

Helen o'Pay T
and white check
The s e-- t, oi'll.ir .1

pique, with a '.

ncroH the thmat.
at one side, uinl
skirt Is 11 plain
wide tucks.
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